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Minutes
Regular Meeting of the Adrian City Council
Variance for Zoning Permit
Monday, April 28", 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

Adrian Government Center, Council Chambers, 209 Maine Avenue, Suite 106, Adrian, MN

1. Call to Order; Mayor Edwards called the regular meeting of the Adrian City Council to order at 7:00 pm

2. Pledge of Allegiance; the meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance

3. Roll Call
Roll Call indicated the following present:
City Council members present: Steve Kellen, Jim Lutmer, Jodi Mulder, and David Edwards

Roll Call indicated Councilmember Dylan Carlberg as absent

Department Heads: City Clerk-Treasurer — Sarah Lenz, PW Supt.- Kendal Kane, Police Chief

Ashley Kane

Staff: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer — Rita Boltjes

Guests: Pool committee/Park Board members Amber Berning and Eileen Henning, Residents; Merlyn
Inglett, Connie Lupkes, Tami Rogers, Bob Wiese, Dick Kruger, Penny Carter, Wes Henriksen, Henning
Construction representative Brent Henning, AHS Senior Class members Allie Cook, Jacey Braun, Sadi
Altman, Cadence Balster, Kaylee Altman, Bert Nelson, AHS School Advisor Robert Remme. Ehler’s
Public Finance Advisor Todd Hagen (via zoom during item #6 in the minutes).

4. 7:00 - Public Hearing for Variance Petition for Zoning Permit; Henning Construction; 208/210 First

a.
b.

Street West
Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:02 pm
Variance Request Discussion & Information — Henning Construction seeking a variance to construct 48
x 160 foot storage buildings 35 feet rather than 30 feet from the Indiana Avenue street right of way and
4 feet rather than 12 feet from the platted alley. Construction to take place at 208 and 210 1% Street
West.
Public Input — Residents voiced concern with early morning noise when trucks are started, concern
with children in the neighborhood when trucks return for the evening. Concern voiced regarding
additional weight on city street(s) that may not be built to sustain it, who would be responsible for the
added cost for repairs. Noted that this area is zoned commercial, which allows for the construction of
these buildings. Noted at Henning’s current location in the 200 block of Louisiana, neighbors have not
voiced noise concerns, trucks enter and exit at slow speed, property is well maintained, and street
infrastructure remains intact. Residents questioned the possibility of building on the Henning property
along Hwy 35 East; Brent noted that location does not offer easy truck flow access and exit, does not
have close proximity to their shop on Louisiana Avenue and would not be cost effective. Concern
about the water runoff as this is the area of town where the water coming from the south end of town
drains to the storm sewer off 1% Street and Indiana Avenue. Noted moving the buildings East, away
from the storm sewer intake will allow for continued drainage however, that when the 48” pipe, that
carries the water runoff underground to the outlet, is full the water will naturally flow above ground,
across Indiana Avenue to the outlet, as it has done during past flooding events.
Variance Request Decision — Consensus of the Council to table a decision until May, giving Henning
Construction owners time to meet with concerned property owners for possible solution(s).
Adjourn Public Hearing — Motion by Kellen, second Mulder to adjourn the Public Hearing. 4/0
At this writing, Mayor David Edwards on April 30" has called a special meeting to convene on
Tuesday, May 6" at 7:00 p.m. to continue the variance hearing. Staff were directed to post notice and
mail same to property owners who were in attendance for the variance hearing.



5. Senior Parade — AHS Senior Class; Allie Cook on behalf of the graduating class of 2025 addressed the
Council asking for the continued support of the parade that takes place after graduation commencements
beginning on Kentucky Avenue, west on 5" Street, then north on Indiana Avenue down through the
campground, east on Franklin, ending at the Kum & Go parking lot. Discussion on the past senior parades;
Chief Kane indicated the parade portion has not been problematic, it is the boarding of students onto a
flatbed trailer and proceeding through the streets of Adrian, which included Maine Avenue which is a State
Hwy and requires a state parade permit along with applicable certificates of insurance. Discussion on
allowing personal vehicles to be utilized through the streets of Adrian. Kane noted all
passengers/participants must be inside the vehicle. Motion by Kellen, second Lutmer, carried to allow the
Senior parade, ending at the Kum & Go parking lot.

6. Ehlers; Todd Hagen — Bond Sale; Hagen addressed the City Council indicating the bond sale took place
with a closing of noon on Friday, April 25". Four conforming proposals were received and one non-
conforming proposal. Interest rates on the conforming proposals ranged from 4.5% to 4.83%, all of which
were under the preliminary estimate, which will lower the bond, capitalized interest and overall bond costs.
The city will be their own paying agent, making payments directly to the awarded bank, rather than Bond
Trust Services (Ehler’s). As advertised, the terms are callable on any date with no penalty and an
additional principal payment can be made on any payment date. Funds should be available on May 15",
they can then be utilized to fund the project, or if the project is not completed at that time, funds can be
invested until needed. The non-conforming bid has an interest rate of 4.35% and the terms have a lockout
for prepayment until February, 2029 after that date full payment of principal would be the only early
payment option, there are no partial principal payment options. After discussion, motion by Kellen, second
Edwards to award the Bond Sale to First State Bank of LeCenter Minnesota by passing Resolution #688-
2025 Providing For the Issuance and Sale of a $435,000 General Obligation Tax Abatement Bond, Series
2025A and Pledging Tax Abatements and Levying a Tax for the Payment Thereof. 4/0

7. Wes Henriksen; Henriksen addressed the council with an interest in sales lot #18 in Suedkamp Addition,
stating his intent to construct a duplex. Because of the size of the lot, researching the possibility of
purchasing additional footage (63 feet) to the east, which would then allow the structure to face south.
However, the street would need to extend the length of the property purchased. Noted at the onset of the
housing development, the possibility of a cul-de-sac (cds) at that location was drafted, selling the additional
63 feet would still make that possible, it would however mean moving the cds farther east. Henriksen also
indicated a possible interest in purchasing all the property east up to the waterway for future duplex or
triplex housing. Discussion on the housing trend and possible options. Consensus of the Council to
consider the sale of additional property if development of the street and needed infrastructure is feasible.

8. Cannabis Ordinance; Penny Carter addressed the City Council regarding the status of the Cannabis
Ordinance indicating, she is a massage therapist with a business in Worthington and utilizes topical creams
containing THC. She is looking at the building on East Pearl that is for sale and would utilize it for
manufacturing and selling products containing cannabis, growing her own plants. Officer Kane noted that
she is still reviewing the ordinance as drafted by attorney Cronen. State statutes indicate any cannabis
products must be in a stand-alone store; it can’t be combined with any other type of business/store.
Concern on the number of compliance checks in the current ordinance draft. No timeline established for
the completion of the ordinance.

Mayor Edwards announced a five (5) minute break at 8:07 p.m. and reconvened at 8:12 p.m. with all four members
of the City Council returning.



9. Consent Agenda; Motion made by Kellen, second by Mulder, carried 4/0 to approve the City Finances,
Minutes, and Permits/Licenses.
Finance
Accounts Payable; April 2025
City Finances; March, 2025 (PUC 3/2025 informational)
Parr-McKnight; Fire Relief Account Balance - February, 2025

Minutes
Council 03/24/25, 04/14/25 (special)
Ambulance 04/07/25
Fire Relief Association 04/2/2025
Fire 04/02/25
Park 04/21/25
PUC 04/15/25
HRA 04/16/25
Permits / Licenses
Zoning:

Riley Spies; 300 Franklin St — dog park
Noted the park was moved south, park remains at 100x100

Henning Construction; 208/210 West 1% Street — storage shed (variance) TABLED

Lyla Hieronimus; 724 Kentucky Ave - storage shed (moving permit will be on future agenda)
Noted there is not an alley in the 700 block of Kentucky, which was reiterated to
Hieronimus’ that she must have permission from adjoining property owner(s) if going
across their property if/when the shed is moved in. Consensus of council that a letter be
drafted stating same.

Todd Homan; 413 Tennessee Ave - driveway and private sidewalks

Douglas Berning; 108 Louisiana Ave — replace fence

Marvin Gomez; 529 Delaware Ave — patio/deck

Scott Olson; 28 Oklahoma Ave — retaining wall. Noted this is beyond the realm of landscaping
as it will be comprised of steel poles, concrete & wood. It will not change the flow of the
water but will prevent water from entering his property during a flood event, keeping it
flowing downstream.

Request for Use:

Adrian Community United; Lower Park for Easter Egg Hunt on April 13" at 1:00 p.m.

Adrian High School; 5" Street, Indiana Ave from 5" Street through lower park and up to pool.
Friday, May 23, 2025 approximately 8:00 pm

Adrian Community United; Lower Park Shelter area for Community Night Out on Tuesday,
June 10" from 5to 8 p.m.

Golf Cart: Noted 100 golf cart permit stickers will be purchased and 150 cling permit stickers.
Chad Loosbrock; 401 Louisiana Ave
Larry & Carrie Frey; 201 Connecticut Ave

10. Award Grass Hay Bids; Lenz indicated two bids were received. Noted the advertised number of acres at
42 total, however with the sale of sales lot #1, that amount would be deducted from the total. Motion by
Kellen, second Mulder to award the bid to Mark Hodapp. 4/0

11. Staff Reports;
Administration/Community Development:

Transformer: The attorney has reviewed the title documents for site certificate part 2 and requested an
abstracter’s certificate for Lots 6, 7, 14, and 15. After difficulty reaching the Abstracter, due to her being
away from the office for several weeks, the abstracter’s certificate has been completed and sent to the
attorney as requested.
Water Treatment Plant: Lenz submitted a funding request on 4-21-25 for the Senator Smith
Congressionally Directed Spending Request FY26.
Commercial Lots: No new information to date.
Flood Event of June 21, 2024: On April 9" we received FEMA notification for a review and sign on the
Park and Recreational project. The tie-out was not as easy to calculate, however DC Boltjes felt the



https://towncloud-core-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/adrian-mn/meetings/item_attachment/attachment/328/Fire_Relief_Parr_McKnight_Oct.pdf

possible shortage was accounted for and accepted FEMA’s reimbursement. The picnic table mitigation for
aluminum vs wood was not approved, however the funds received for 29 wood tables can be utilized
towards aluminum tables. Our FEMA representative indicated that the protective measures project is
wrapping up. The Storm Sewer damages are still being reviewed for project scope and costs.
Request/ADA Service Animals: Attorney Cronen drafted a letter (Attny/Client privilege) to the property
owner, which was mailed on April 21, 2025.

Discussion on property nuisances including ‘junk’, number of chickens, temporary fencing, unkept
properties, etc. Lenz indicated letters have been issued, some are attorney/client privilege. Follow up
letters are being worked on by the attorney. Attorney Cronen also indicated that some ordinances need
updating, which could include a permitting process for chickens. Kane reported that when the Ordinances
are registered with the State, then she would be able to issue a citation for issues property owners do not
correct. Kane and Mayor Edwards will meet to determine the most appropriate ordinances to forward to
the Attorney and then the State.

Cannabis Management: Draft from attorney received February 19" and forwarded to Chief Kane for
review. Draft of ordinance was included in the February city council packet. Chief Kane may have an
update at meeting time.

Community Concern(s): Received a report of a horse and horse feces on the boulevard. A letter was
issued to the property owner.

Lenz reported that several concern forms were received today: concern of horse & feces on the boulevard
in the 600 block of Maine Ave. Concern regarding the number of chickens on a residential property.
Concern of strong smell emanating from a property, they believed it was related to the number of animals
and condition of the property. Concern regarding a repair project needed to a driveway when there was a
water leak in the main at 208 Connecticut Ave in 2023. A temporary tread plate was placed until it could
be repaired correctly with concrete, which remains two years later. Noted city staff have not been able to
do the work because of the inability to obtain the proper equipment from Nobles County Hwy Dept,
therefore this project may need an outside contractor to repair. Kane will obtain a cost.

Bathroom Door Handles/New Locks: The new locks were installed on 4/15/24.

Street Seal Coat Project: Council reviewed an estimate from Fuller Paving to repair areas of throughout
town that require more repairs than a seal coat project can fix. Noted these costs would be paid from the
Equipment Revolving, street seal coat funds. Kane will also obtain an estimate from Dunnick. Noted public
works staff will be performing crack filling this season.

Slade Apartments: City Council was updated on the status of the Slade Apartments since the March
meeting. Staff continue to work with Fire Chief Jackson and the State Fire Marshal.

Police: Kane reviewed her report indicating uniforms have been ordered, joined the Lights ON program, the
Ghost benefit was changed due to weather and conflicting community functions, searching available dates.
Having connectivity issues with the current AED’s, UofM will work with them, it may be the Wi-Fi
strength.

Golf Cart Permits/Stickers; Consensus of Council to order 100 golf cart permit stickers and 150 golf cart
clings.

Policy Suggestions; Ride Along Policy & Officer Involved Shooting or Critical Incident Response and
Investigation (OIS/CIRI): Council reviewed an OIS/CIRI and Ride Along Policy. After discussion,
motion by Lutmer, second Mulder to approve. 4/0

Cell Phone Policy: Council reviewed a City issued cell phone policy along with general guidelines for cell
phone use. Attorney Kennedy recommends, if a policy is desired for all city employees, the police
department policy should be a separate policy and not the general city employee policy as there are
additional concerns and considerations that must be taken into account for a police officer. Clerk Lenz
will research general cell phone policies as utilized by other city’s or the League of MN Cities.

Cannabis Ordinance; Kane noted that as it is now, there are no designated public areas in the City of Adrian
where cannabis can be consumed. This is currently regulated by the state and is a permitted process by the
state.




Public Works Department: Supt. Kane reviewed his report noting the following;
Storm Sewer Damage during June 21% Flooding: Working with contractors and DGR for possible
replacement rather than repairs. Also working with FEMA for cost reimbursement.
Street Repairs/Seal Coat Project: Reviewed in Administration report.
Street Sweeper: Consensus to sell the street sweeper via MNBId. Kane noted that the new sweeper should
be delivered the week of May 5™. A training will be given.
Storm Sewer Repairs in the 100 block of East Second Street; Kane is researching if current staff can make
the necessary repairs or if a contractor is needed.
Power Rake; Motion by Lutmer, second Mulder to purchase the power rake attachment from Titan
Machinery at a cost of $13, 250. Noted funds are available in the Equip Revolving-Equipment fund.

12. Upcoming City Council Meetings;
By consensus, the Council acknowledged the following meeting dates;

= 2025 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization/Open Book Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April
30™, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. within the Council Chambers of the Adrian Government Center. We should
have a Quorum.

= The next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on Monday, May 19%, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
within the Council Chambers of the Adrian Government Center. Note, this will be held on the third
Tuesday of May due to the Memorial Day Holiday falling on the 4" Monday. Noted the meeting
will begin with a Public Hearing for Variance from Scott Olson, 22 Oklahoma for a shop.

13. Adjournment; meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. on a motion by Mulder, second by Lutmer, carried 4/0



