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Minutes

Regular Meeting of the Adrian City Council
Variance for Zoning Permit
Monday, May 19", 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
Adrian Government Center, Council Chambers, 209 Maine Avenue, Suite 106, Adrian, MN

1. Call to Order; Mayor Edwards called the regular meeting of the Adrian City Council to order at 7:00 pm
2. Pledge of Allegiance; the meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance

3. Roll Call

Roll Call indicated the following present:

City Council members present: Steve Kellen, Jim Lutmer, Jodi Mulder, Dylan Carlberg, and David
Edwards

Department Heads: City Clerk-Treasurer — Sarah Lenz, PW Supt.- Kendal Kane, Police Chief
Ashley Kane

Staff: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer — Rita Boltjes

Guests: Fire Department Members Ben Manigold, Shawn Langseth, Dallas Sieve, and Ryan Henning,

residents Sheryl McBride and Wes Henriksen

4. 7:00 — Public Hearing for Variance Petition for Zoning Permit; Scott Olson; 22 Oklahoma Ave
a. Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:02 pm
b. Variance Request Discussion & Information — Scott Olson is seeking a variance to construct a 36 x 48
foot storage building 50 feet rather than 30 feet from the Oklahoma Avenue street right of way.
Construction to take place at 22 Oklahoma Ave.
c. Public Input — Lenz indicated one neighboring resident called City Hall indicating no objections to the
variance request. Hearing no input from the public, the public portion of the hearing was closed.
. Variance Request Decision — Motion by Carlberg, second Kellen to approve the variance request. 5/0
e. Adjourn Public Hearing — Motion by Kellen, second Carlberg to adjourn the Public Hearing. 5/0

5. Consent Agenda; Motion made by Carlberg, second by Mulder, carried 5/0 to approve the City Finances,
Minutes, and Permits/Licenses.
Finance
Accounts Payable; May 2025
City Finances; April, 2025 (PUC 4/2025 informational)
Parr-McKnight; Fire Relief Account Balance - April, 2025

Minutes

Council 04/28/25 (reg), 04/30/25 (Board of Review), 05/06/25 (spec)
Ambulance 05/05/25

Fire Relief Association 05/07/25

Fire 05/07/25

Park 05/12/25

PUC 05/13/25

HRA 05/14/25

Permits / Licenses
Zoning:

Scott Olson; 28 Oklahoma Ave — shop (variance)
Mike Sengsavang; 200 Connecticut Ave - shed
Miguel Aguilar; 512 Oklahoma Ave — home addition
Zach Palmer; 405 Maine Ave - fence
Bill Krogman; 113 Nevada Ave — deck
Kenneth Dickman; 311 E 7% St — deck

Tabled to June as a variance will be required


https://towncloud-core-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/adrian-mn/meetings/item_attachment/attachment/328/Fire_Relief_Parr_McKnight_Oct.pdf

Christopher Wieneke; 208 East 3 St - deck
Sheryl McBride; 618 Maine Ave — fence
Moving:
Mike Sengsavang; 200 Connecticut Ave - shed
Lyla Hieronimus; 724 Kentucky Ave - shed
Request for Use:
Ashley Kane; EMS Building for Bike Safety on June 2™ & June 5%

6. Wes Henriksen — Suedkamp Addition; Henriksen reviewed his plans to build a duplex on sales lot 18 of
Suedkamp Addition, indicating the unit would face West and utilize the existing water and sewer
connections installed at the onset of the addition. Henriksen would also like to purchase an additional 40
or more feet East. Originally the thought was for 63 feet, possibly facing the duplex to the south, however
40 is all that is needed for the unit to face the West and meets the required green space on a residential lot.
Henriksen would also seek approval of a variance to build 20 feet from the 9th Street East street right of
way, rather than 30, which would allow for a 124 x 60-foot structure. An email from DGR’s engineer
Gary Kurth indicated the cost to create a parcel plat for the additional 40 feet. Kurth’s email also
noted the remaining area east of the 40’ parcel may need a considerable amount of fill to be buildable.
After discussion, consensus that there would be no objections from the council for a variance, noted the
city owns the surrounding property. As Henriksen would like to start construction in June, the NHI and
variance hearing will be necessary at the June 23" meeting.

7. Resolution #689-2025
After discussion, motion by Carlberg, second Lutmer to adopt Resolution #689-2025 which opts to join
the statewide volunteer firefighter plan (PERA). Noted the benefit level per year will be increased as the
Statewide plan has increments of $100. This would be effective 1/1/2026.
Langseth noted the increase would be the least, as it could increase more depending on the cost analysis
which is done on an annual basis in December. 5/0

8. Board Positions — Vacant Term
HRA; Two people expressed interest, the HRA is recommending the appointment of Marty Lonneman
to fill the seat vacated by Troy Loosbrock, whose term ends 12/31/25. Motion by Kellen, second Lutmer
to appoint Lonneman. 5/0

9. Proposed Vacation of Alley
As discussed at the May 6™ special meeting, utilizing state statue and previous alley vacation documents,
staff prepared a Notice of Hearing Publication, letter to adjoining property owners and a Resolution
regarding the proposed vacation of the alley in the 30 block of First Addition. Noted when Henning’s
purchased the property from Dennis Hohn, their abstract indicated the alley had been vacated. However,
in checking city and county records, no proceedings were found. Henning Construction owns the
property west of the alley and 9 feet of property east of the alley, City owns property to the north. These
vacation items were sent to attorney Wetering for review, no recommendation to date. After discussion,
motion by Lutmer, second Carlberg to begin the process of vacating the alley, public hearing to be held at
the June 23" regular city council meeting. 5/0

10. Stop Signs — 1** Street West and Indiana Avenue
Discussion on the placement of stop signs at the 1° Street West and Indiana Avenue intersection, noting
1% street is not a through street. Motion by Lutmer, second by Carlberg to place stop signs on both 1*
Street West and Indiana — making it an all-way stop, thus slowing the traffic along Indiana Avenue.

11. Staff Reports;
Administration/Community Development:
Aquatics Committee Fund: Dollars will be requested from the Adrian Community Foundation to pay
for the Mid-America Pool invoice, which will be 99% of the funds available. (1% is retained by the
Foundation per contract for fees.)
Cannabis Management: No new information to date.
City Council Dates/Agenda Cut off Dates: City staff have been asked to get the council agenda packet




out on Thursday, instead of Friday. As it stands, staff communicate a cutoff date/time of the agenda items
as Thursday prior to the council meeting at 12pm for agenda items. I would like to push the cutoff
date/time to Tuesday prior to the council meeting at 12pm for agenda items to allow for staff time to put
together the agenda and agenda packet. This date would be put on the website calendar and can also be put
on Facebook each month prior to the date approaching. Should items come in after the cutoff date/time
there is still the option to allow an agenda addendum, if necessary, and there is still the option to speak at
the meeting without being on the agenda for the five minutes allowed, for items not needing council
approval. Consensus to allow this cutoff date/time with the addition of an addendum if more items come in
prior to meeting time.

The suggestion was also made to put the regular meeting during the holiday months on the day after the
holiday rather than pushing the meeting up a week and thus changing the schedule of all the board meetings
in that month. Consensus this would be an option going forward.

Commercial Lots: No new information to date.

Community Concern(s): A letter was mailed to a property owner regarding a fence that does not meet city
code zoning ordinance requirements. The property owner was instructed to obtain a zoning permit for a
fence and given until May 16" to correct the violation.

Flood Event of June 21, 2024: On May 5™, staff signed off on the FEMA Emergency Protective Measures
reimbursement. The tie-out was computed, we did not receive funds for the Mosquito spraying because we
were not able to provide documentation that we sprayed more (used more materials) in 2021 than we did on
average for three years prior to 2021. On April 25", the city received dollars for Debris removal and Road
(alley) repair. We will receive additional funds for debris removal and Road repair for the state’s share.
Final paperwork to receive the remaining funds was submitted April 30™. We have not received the Parks
& Rec project funds to date.

The Storm Sewer damages are still being reviewed for project scope and costs.

Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Grant: We received notification on 4/30/25 that the 5™ Street sidewalk
connecting Elementary School & Middle/High School project in the City of Adrian was selected for SRTS
Program fund appropriated by the legislature in 2023. Up to $297,332.00 in SRTS Infrastructure funds
have been identified for this project. We are to start working on the project development process
immediately. A project kickoff meeting with MnDOT, Nobles Co Engineer, Henning Construction
Engineer, and city staff is scheduled on May 29™.

Slade Apartments: SFM Icks has made several attempts to contact the owner and property manager asking
if the violations have been remedied, with no response. Fire Chief Brett Jackson will be completing another
site inspection to investigate.

Street Seal Coat Project: Discussed under Public Works.

Transformer: Staff continue to work with DGR & SRDC, submitting documents according to the EDA
grant paperwork timeline as requested. Part 2 of the site certificate has been received from the attorney and
forwarded to DGR for review.

Water Treatment Plant: No new information to date.

Wi-fi at EMS Building: While hooking up the wireless AED’s at the EMS Building, Chief Kane ran into
issues with the internet dropping and losing access. Computer Clinic was contacted, and Scott said Cat6
cabling would need to be run to each access point. Consensus to move forward, noting this would be a cost
shared with the Police, Fire and Ambulance.

Police: Kane reviewed her report indicating there were a total of 190 events for the month of April, the
Ghost benefit has not been rescheduled to date. AED’s are good to go once the Wi-Fi at the EMS building
is upgraded. Golf stickers have been ordered; those residents that have a permit will be contacted when
they come in. Council questioned if ducks are allowed within city limits; no as they would be considered
farm animals.

Training; May 29" is an Active/Mass Casualty shooter training at the Elementary School. Sarah Lenz,
Bobbi White and Kane participated in a training course in Rochester and are now implementing it for the
City. Pennings will donate hamburgers after the training. An Air Med training in June will be scheduled
upon determination of the best date available incorporating area Fire Departments and the Ambulance
Service.

Air/Heat Ductwork; Once lifts are available, the ductwork will be removed, Firemen have offered help.
Ordinances to State; Council reviewed the modified list of Ordinance’s Kane would like to send to the
state, thus enabling citations to be issued for those code violations. Consensus of the Council to proceed.




Speed Study On Indiana Ave; Kane submitted the speed study performed ten times during different
hours of the day, no speed violations were noted.
Door Hangers; Kane will be utilizing colored door hangers for warning residents of city code violations.

Public Works Department: Supt. Kane reviewed his report noting the following;
Street Sweeper: The Elgin Street Sweeper sold on the MNBid. The delivery date for the new sweeper has
been pushed back, Kane is in contact with Matt at Titan.
Street Repairs/Seal Coat Project: Quotes were requested for the repairs of several streets and were received
as follows. Duininck and Fuller Paving both submitted a quote. The Duininck quote included 95 LF of
curb and gutter replacement. Kane indicated the city parking lot by SW Mutual is also in need of repairs
and will obtain pricing from Duininck. Motion by Kellen, second Carlberg to utilize Duininck for the 2025
street repairs, noting the funds will be expensed from the Equipment Revolving Seal Coat Fund. 5/0

12. Past / Other Business
Kellen updated the council on the SRDC meeting indicating they highlighted the Safe Routes to School
funding received by the City, noting that this project would be over the course of two years.
Local Government Aid cuts were also reviewed, as it is now Adrian could see a reduction of 3.1% for
2026.

13. Upcoming City Council Meetings;

By consensus, the Council acknowledged the next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on
Monday, June 28", 2025, at 7:00 p.m. within the Council Chambers of the Adrian Government Center.

14. Adjournment; meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. with a motion by Mulder, second by Carlberg, carried 5/0

/s/ Sarah Lenz; City Clerk/Treasurer



