
 

 

    

  

Minutes 
Regular Meeting of the Adrian City Council  

Variance for Zoning Permit, Tax Abatement Request, Vacation of Alley 

Monday, June 23th, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

Adrian Government Center, Council Chambers, 209 Maine Avenue, Suite 106, Adrian, MN 

 

1. Call to Order; Mayor Edwards called the regular meeting of the Adrian City Council to order at 7:00 pm 

2. Pledge of Allegiance; the meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance  

3. Roll Call   

Roll Call indicated the following present: 

City Council members present: Steve Kellen, Jim Lutmer, Jodi Mulder, Dylan Carlberg, and David  

Edwards 

Department Heads: City Clerk-Treasurer – Sarah Lenz, PW Supt.- Kendal Kane, Police Chief  

Ashley Kane 

Staff: Deputy Clerk-Treasurer – Rita Boltjes 

Guests: Fire Department Members Ben Manigold, Shawn Langseth, Park Board members/Pool Committee 

Amber Berning, Eileen Henning, Scout Riley Spies, Brian & Darcy Spies, Residents Merlyn Inglett, Wes 

& Rose Henriksen    
 

4. Riley Spies;  Attended the meeting to inform of the completion of the dog park with the exception of one  

sign and to present a check to the City of Adrian which represents the excess dollars from the dog park 

fund raising and construction.  After discussion, motion by Carlberg, second Mulder, carried 5/0 to 

donate the funds back to the Boy Scouts.  At this writing, per the City auditor, state law does not allow 

municipalities to make donations, therefore the check was returned to the Boy Scouts, per his 

recommendation. 
 

5. 7:02 – Public Hearing for Variance Petition for Zoning Permit; Kenneth Dickman, 311 E 7th Str 

a. Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:02 pm 

b. Variance Request Discussion & Information – Kenneth Dickman is seeking a variance to construct a 10 

x 25.6 foot deck and steps 21 feet rather than 30 feet from the East 7th Street right of way.    

c. Public Input –  Hearing no input from the public, the public portion of the hearing was closed. 

d. Variance Request Decision – Motion by Carlberg, second Kellen to approve the variance request.  5/0 

e. Adjourn Public Hearing – Motion by Kellen, second Lutmer to adjourn the Public Hearing.  5/0 
 

6. 7:05 – Public Hearing for Variance Petition for Zoning Permit; Wes Henriksen, 836 Oklahoma Ave S 

a. Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:05 pm 

b. Variance Request Discussion & Information – Wes Henriksen is seeking a variance to construct a 124 

x 60 townhome 20 feet rather than 30 feet from the platted 9th Street East street right of way.  Note the 

124’ was decreased to 120’ at the zoning permit review. 

c. Public Input –  Boltjes indicated one adjoining resident questioned which street would be affected, 

upon it being 9th Street East and not Oklahoma Ave S, there was no objection voiced.  Hearing no input 

from the public, the public portion of the hearing was closed. 

d. Variance Request Decision – Motion by Lutmer, second Mulder to approve the variance request.  5/0 

e. Adjourn Public Hearing – Motion by Carlberg, second Mulder to adjourn the Public Hearing.  5/0 
 

7. 7:08 – Public Hearing for Tax Abatement Request; Wes & Rose Henriksen 

   a.    Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:08 pm 

b. Purpose – Wes and Rose Henriksen requested a 5-year tax abatement at 836 Oklahoma Ave S as part of 

the Nobles County initiative to increase housing.  

c. Public Input – Hearing no input from the public, the public portion of the hearing was closed. 

d. Council Action – Motion by Kellen, second Carlberg to approve Resolution #690-2025.  5/0   

e. Adjourn Public Hearing – Motion by Carlberg, second Mulder to adjourn the Public Hearing.  5/0 



 

 

 

 

8. 7:10 – Public Hearing to Vacate Alley 

   a.    Call to Order - Mayor Edwards called the public hearing to order at 7:10 pm 

b. Discussion & Information – As discussed at the May 6th and 19th City Council meetings the vacation of 

the alley in the 30 block of First Addition was published and notices sent to adjoining property owners.  

As noted in Resolution #690-2025, this alley is a dead end and accesses property now owned by 

Henning Construction and the City of Adrian.    

c. Public Input – Hearing no input from the public, the public portion of the hearing was closed. 

d. Council Action – Motion by Lutmer, second Carlberg to approve Resolution #690-2025.  5/0   

e. Adjourn Public Hearing – Motion by Carlberg, second Kellen to adjourn the Public Hearing.  5/0 

 

9. Consent Agenda;  Motion made by Lutmer, second by Carlberg, carried 5/0 to approve the City Finances,  

Minutes, and Permits/Licenses.  

Finance 

Accounts Payable; June 2025 

City Finances;  May, 2025  (PUC 5/2025 informational)  

Parr-McKnight; Fire Relief Account Balance - May, 2025   

Minutes 

Council     05/19/25 (reg), 06/06/25 (spec)  

Ambulance     06/02/25 

Fire Relief Association   quarterly meetings 

Fire     06/04/25  

  Park     06/09/25 

PUC     06/16/25  

HRA      06/18/25    

Permits / Licenses    

Zoning:  

Kenneth Dickman; deck (variance) 

Tannar Heronimus; portable storage shed 

Wes Henriksen; new townhome (variance) 

         Ethan Heideman; covered patio 

         B Fitness; retaining wall 

Avery Wysong; fence 

Ryan Kruger; driveway 

Request for Use: 

Adrian Town and Country; food stand, duck race raffle, Ribs & Rims, Kiddie Tractor Pull, 

Street dance, inflatables, vendor fair, facepainting all relating to the annual Christmas in July 

celebration; July 18th and 19th  

Derek Swenson for the Penalty Box; Christmas in July event; July 18th and 19th  

Adrian Community United; side-by-side run, meal and concert; August 2nd  

Nick Harder for Harder’s Saloon on 91; Christmas in July event; July 18th and 19th  

  Golf Cart Permit: 

         Dallas Sieve Michael Rodenberg (2)  Ben Manigold   

         Mike Heitkamp Mike Kruger   Charlie Henning 

  ATV: 

          Lyla Hieronimus 

  Temporary On-Sale, Off Premises Liquor License: 

        Derek Swenson for the Penalty Box; July 18th and 19th  

        Nick Harder for Harder’s Saloon on 91; July 18th and 19th  

  Temporary On-Sale Liquor License: 

         Adrian Town and Country; July 18th  

  Renewal for 2 AM License/Permit 

         The Penalty Box; 217 Maine Ave 

  Gambling; LG220 Application 

         Adrian Community Foundation; Raffle at the Adrian Municipal Swimming Pool  

 

 

 

https://towncloud-core-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/adrian-mn/meetings/item_attachment/attachment/328/Fire_Relief_Parr_McKnight_Oct.pdf


 

 

 

 

  1770 Parade/Special Event Application 

         Adrian Town and Country; July 19th Christmas in July parade.  State permit requires  

barricades to be set up at intersections along the parade route.  Request assistance from city    

staff to place and remove the barricades.  Discussion included the possibility of borrowing 

barricades from the County.  Noted the city may need to purchase more in coming years.  

Consensus staff will help where/when available. 

 

10. 7:30 – Closed Session; Negotiation for Sale of City Property Wes Henriksen – Suedkamp Addition;    

The Open Meeting Law, Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.05, subdivision 3(c), allows the City Council to 

close a meeting for the following purpose, among others:  To develop or consider offers or counter offers 

for the purchase or sale of real property.  While in closed session, the Council will be considering an 

offer for the City to sell property it owns located at tract 1 Lot 5 of Suedkamp Addition, City of Adrian as 

described in the Certificate of Survey attached.  I will hereby entertain a motion to close this meeting for 

this purpose.  Motion by Kellen, second Lutmer to close the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  All members of the 

Council remained along with City Clerk/Treasurer Lenz and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Boltjes. 

   Motion by Mulder, second Carlberg to open the meeting at 8:07, with all staff and members of the public       

   returning. 

 

11. Resolutions 

Motion by Kellen, second Carlberg, carried to pass the following Resolutions; 5/0 

Resolution #692-2025; Accepting a specified donation for the City of Adrian’s K-9 Unit 

Resolution #693-2025; Accepting a Specified Donation for the City of Adrian’s Aquatic Fund 

Resolution #694-2025; Accepting Donations to the City of Adrian Fire and Ambulance Departments 

  

12. Request to Rent City Property 

   Request from a business to rent City Property East of the power plant to make into a gravel parking area  

   for their equipment.  Discussion on the area as it relates to infrastructure and proximity to the Power  

   Plant.  Utility Commissioners were not in favor due to the current transformer project and any future  

   projects.  Noted the amount of property currently owned by the business and the commercial property  

   currently for sale along Hwy 35.  Consensus to not rent or allow city property in this area to be utilized  

   for parking or storage. 

 

13. Garbage Charge/Mosquito Spraying 

   As the current $3.00 per month, per utility bill produces enough revenue to cover the costs of spring  

   cleanup and mosquito control, motion by Kellen, second Carlberg, carried 5/0 to not increase the fee. 

         

14.  Staff Reports; 

Administration/Community Development: 

Ambulance: Lenz, Chief Kane, and Councilmember Mulder met as requested to discuss the possibility of 

hiring a full-time EMT. After discussion and evaluating what impact hiring a full time EMT would make 

on the schedule, it was decided to put together a proposal for a scholarship opportunity.  The scholarship 

would offer funds after one year of training/service with the service and funds paid after the second year of 

school/service.  All on-call service hours would be at the set rates for all EMT’s.  Consensus of the Council 

to approve. 

Cannabis Management:  No new information to date. 

Cellular Phone Policy: As directed, Lenz requested cellular phone policies from other cities through the 

League of MN Cities website. A draft policy has been derived utilizing those policies.  To note: data 

practices will need to be considered in the use of personal phones by employees and discussion will need to 

take place whether more city owned cell phones need to be issued. Tabled until July for more time to 

review. 

Commercial Lots:  No new information to date. 

Community Concern(s):  Three-way stop at 1st St & Indiana Ave; concerned that the cost to the city is a 

waste of time and residents’ money.  At this writing the cost to install a stop sign is approximately $150 

including supplies, shipping and staff time.  



 

 

Flood Event of June 21, 2024:  On May 28th, we received the remaining funds for the road repair (State 

share), we are still waiting for the State share of the debris removal.  On June 2nd staff reached out to 

FEMA reps for a status update on those funds.  On May 28th we also received funds for Park/Recreational 

Facilities, this is the total amount submitted for reimbursement, the state share was not withheld due to the 

timing of this payment.  This payment includes the replacement of 29 picnic tables and the coyote that was 

swept away from the archery range; those purchases still need to be made.  

On June 4th we received 97.5% of the Emergency Protective Measures funds, we should receive the 

remaining remaining within the month. 

Storm Sewer damages:  this project has three locations of damages – EMS building, 4th and Indiana and the 

alley from 6th Street to 4th Avenue.  The EMS building and Indiana locations were repaired by public works 

staff in 2024; those costs have been identified.  For the alley location, there was much review by FEMA 

representatives with information provided by Kane and Boltjes along with the July 2024 camera footage 

performed by HydroKlean.  FEMA reps could not determine the exact locations of the spot repairs that 

HydroKlean proposed to perform.  Therefore, it was determined that the damage was, for the most part, 

confined to the alley along the skating rink property and the best and most cost effective way to repair the 

damage would be to replace approximately 260 feet of storm sewer in that alley along with a catch basin 

and to add a manhole at the bend in the pipe on the north end of the 260 feet.  Kane obtained two quotes 

from local contractors.  On June 2nd, we received a Site Inspection Report and a Small Permanent Work 

Project form to review and sign to move all these projects forward for review and funding, they were 

signed and returned to FEMA same day.  On June 3rd, we received notification to sign off on the project for 

the work done at the Fire Hall and 4th/Indiana Ave storm sewer and the replacement of 260 feet of storm 

sewer in the alley along the skating rink property.  Staff signed off on June 4th. 

Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Grant: A kickoff meeting was held on May 29th with MnDOT, Nobles 

County Engineer Aaron Holmbeck, Henning Construction representatives and city staff. Henning 

Construction explained that they were offering to do a design build to alleviate the engineering costs of the 

project. MnDOT representatives said that this would not be possible for this grant. A meeting with the NC 

Engineer, DGR’s Gary Kurth and city staff took place on Wednesday, June 18th to discuss. Timelines were 

established for the project; the first and most crucial step of this project is to identify temporary and 

permanent easements needed for the project and develop a preliminary design. Gary Kurth, DGR put 

together an engineering agreement for the project to be approved Monday evening.  Lenz indicated the 

agreement was emailed to members of the Council to allow more time for review.  Lenz will look into the  

possibility of radar speed signs displaying ‘your speed’.  Motion by Lutmer, second Kellen 5/0 to approve 

the Engineer agreement. 

Railroad Repairs:  Discussion on the railroad repairs on Indiana, Maine and Oklahoma Ave.  Lenz 

indicated that the State’s budget is fiscal, rather than calendar year.  Lenz will inquire about Adrian’s 

repairs for the State’s 2026 fiscal year budget.  Discussion on inviting representatives from both the 

railroad and state highway at a future council meeting. 

Connecticut Driveway repairs: Kane indicated that he had contacted the contractor for the project timeline, 

however he was currently out of town. 

Slade Apartments:  Lenz is waiting for Fire Chief Jackson to complete another inspection and update on the 

progress for completion of the violations.  

Transformer: Site Certificate Parts 1, 2, & 3 are complete and turned in to DGR.  

Water Treatment Plant: Lenz submitted a request to the Public Facilities Authority (PFA) to be placed on 

the PFA fiscal year 2026 Drinking Water Revolving Fund (DWRF) Intended Use Program (IUP). The 

project is on the current fiscal year 2025 IUP, and the request is an updated letter (with updated schedule 

and cost information) to keep the project on the IUP for the next fiscal year. The 2026 IUP list is for 

projects on the Project Priority List (PPL) that expect to be ready to proceed with construction prior to June 

30, 2026. Requesting placement on the IUP does not commit the city to accepting PFA financing or 

meeting a specific schedule but rather makes it possible to potentially receive PFA financing. 

We were notified that we did not receive the funding requests Lenz submitted to the State Director for 

Senator Amy Klobuchar and Senator Tina Smith for the FY 2026 congressionally directed spending (CDS) 

for Adrian Water Treatment System Improvements.  
 

Police:  Kane reviewed her report noting the request to paint the east (back) door of the EMS building and  

remove the bushes that have surpassed their blooming life, granted.  Discussion on the possibility of 

making the entrance and door handicap accessible, noting the need to keep the door locked with keypad 



 

 

entry.  Also discussed was the grade of the front door entrance, Boltjes indicated at the time of install, it 

was the correct grade.  Lenz will research both entrances for handicap accessibility & door auto open/close. 

E-Bikes:  Kane noted the State has regulations regarding E-Bikes including age limits. 

Ordinance Violation Letters:  Discussion on knowing the recipients of ordinance violation letters.  Noted  

data practices govern the information that is public, even to members of the Council.  When City Hall staff 

are questioned, they direct those questions to the police department  

Public Works Department:  Supt. Kane reviewed his report noting the following;    

Street Sweeper:  The new sweeper has been received and in use. 

2000 Navistar Plow Truck; Has had a new starter installed, Ryan with Adrian Auto indicated the truck is  

nearing the end of usefulness with one or two years of service.  City of Luverne has a 2000 Sterling Truck 

with plow and sander, no belly plow, dual salt applicators for sale.  After discussion, Kane will look at the 

truck to determine if it is of use to replace the Navistar.  Boltjes noted there would be funds in the Equip 

Revolving fund to support this purchase, realizing the 2026 budget will see a decrease in the amount of 

transfer which offsets the increase in the Police Equipment transfer.  

Banners on Maine; Will be installed next week. 
 

15. Past / Other Business 

Kellen updated the council on the SRDC meeting indicating they highlighted the revolving loan funds 

that were approved for the Adrian Auto tow truck and the grocery store in Ellsworth, which is scheduled 

to be demolished and rebuilt.  
 

16. Upcoming City Council Meetings;  

   By consensus, the Council acknowledged the next regular meeting of the City Council will be held on  

         Monday, July 28th, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. within the Council Chambers of the Adrian Government Center.   
 

17.  Adjournment; meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. with a motion by Lutmer, second by Carlberg, carried 5/0 

  

/s/  Sarah Lenz; City Clerk/Treasurer    


